250 Years of America’s Greatest Moments
72nd Annual Gathering
Hamlin Ex-Students Alumni Homecoming 2026

September 18-19

Please note these are the scheduled events for the weekend as of this newsletter composition time
(mid-July). Please continue to check for event updates, registration, voting, and even more on our
updated and interactive web page: https://hamlinexstudents.com/ along with update notices on our
Facebook group: Hamlin Ex-Students. You may also call and/or message us with your name/phone
number so we can get back with you: (325) 721-8512. Stay up-to-date with our school activities by
viewing their web page https://www.gohamlin.com, in addition to their Facebook page, HCISD.

Memorial Windows: West 200 block of South Central Avenue in the alcove of the former McDonald’s
Dept. Store. These windows will be lighted at night for your viewing.

High School and Alumni Queen/King Photo Windows: 319 South Central Avenue at Bell’s Home
and Auto storefront. These windows will also be lighted at night for your viewing.

Friday, September 18:

Alumni Registration & Voting from 10 a.m. - noon / 1 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. in The Book Nook,
245 S. Central Avenue. Registration & Voting only $10 (less than $0.03/day)

HCISD Pep Rally: 3:20 - 3:50 p.m. in Piper Court gymnasium located directly behind the
high school.

Friday Meal: 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m., Hamlin High School Cafeteria, 450 S. W. Avenue F.
Tickets available at the door. Menu: Fried fish, hush puppies, fries, coleslaw, beans, cookie,
and beverage — catered and sponsored by the Hamlin Lion’s Club with assistance from our
Hamlin Ex-Students Alumni Association. Meal tickets may be purchased at the door. We will
continue our Alumni Registration and Voting. Meal Tickets: $14; ages 10 and under, $10.

Homecoming Football Game: 7:00 p.m. — Piper Stadium: Hamlin Pied Pipers vs. Munday
Moguls. Special halftime activities will include recognizing and crowning Hamlin High School’s
queen/king nominees, in addition to our Ex-Students nominees from the classes of 1966,
1976, 1986, 1996, and 2006. Game Tickets will be available for purchase at the ticket window
on the west side of Piper Stadium prior to and during the game. There will be a designated
seating section for class reunion groups that will be marked with signage above and below
the reserved section and with the class years noted on the bleachers.

Post-Game Fellowship and Reception for all Alumni in the Foyer of Piper Court located
directly behind Hamlin High School. Stop by and enjoy punch and cookies with us following
the game, taking time to visit with your fellow Pipers until 10:15 p.m. Some of the downtown
businesses will also be open post-game for more visiting, shopping, etc. Enjoy the entire
evening!



https://www.gohamlin.com/

Saturday, September 19:

ALL of Saturday’s activities will take place in downtown Hamlin. Bring a lawn chair with
you and get ready to mix and mingle with your fellow Pipers, along with shopping and dining,
as we celebrate 72 years of Homecomings and our heritage of being Pied Pipers. Portable toilets
will be located in the downtown area on the south bank parking lot.

Live Musical Entertainment: 10:00 a.m. — 1:15 p.m. Come enjoy some of our many talented
musicians, all are Hamlin alumni, who will be performing prior to and following the parade.
These entertainers will be located near front of the bank.

Local Vendors may set up throughout the downtown area to showcase their hobbies or home
businesses. We ask that vendors get prior permission from the business owners to set up
by their exterior storefronts; please be mindful of not blocking the walking pathway on
the sidewalks. Restricted areas include the Memorial Windows display and in front of Bell’s
Home & Auto, thus blocking access to viewing the High School and Ex-Students Queen/King
photos.

Homecoming Parade begins at 11:30 a.m. in downtown Hamlin with the theme being “250
Years of America’s Greatest Moments.” The parade route begins by the football stadium,
traveling north on S.W. Avenue F to West Lake Drive to the blinking light, turning right
towards downtown and heading south on S. Central Avenue, making a U-turn at S. W. 5th
Street, coming back north through the downtown district and turning back on West Lake Drive
to the school campus. This year, the “People’s Choice Award” for the best overall float will
allow you to vote post-parade from your phone using a special PARADE QR Code posted
throughout downtown. This award nets the winner $150.

Donation Lunch Meal on the south bank parking lot: will be served until the food runs
out. Come join your fellow alumni and the Hamlin community with your lawn chairs for a
donation-only meal to support our very vital Hamlin Volunteer Fire Department; the
menu includes: grilled hamburgers with all of the trimmings, hot dogs, condiments, chips, and
a drink.

Ex-Students Scholarship Awards — 12:30 p.m.: on the south bank parking lot

We welcome you back home to Hamlin as we commemorate and celebrate America’s 250th birthday! Much is
going on in Hamlin with eyes focused towards a significant and growing future. Hamlin has been selected for a
$200,000 Resilient Communities Program Grant by the Texas General Land Office to assist in developing a
comprehensive 20-year plan for Hamlin’s future development. For those attending this year’s annual event,
construction should already be underway for Hamlin’s new welcome and community center, space for a new
public library, along with a new community retail pharmacy with the location being just south of the former City
Hall on the east side of S. Central Avenue. Construction by JustWise Properties of some 8-9 attractive brick
duplex apartments has been added to the NE portion of town, just across East Lake Drive and north of the West
Texas Pet Food Plant, which is also in the process of upgrading its facility. Additionally, at least 17 RV Parks
throughout Hamlin have been constructed with more planned in preparation for the construction of Iren’s new
data center, “Sweetwater #2,” located NW of Hamlin on FM 540, in addition to multiple solar farms in the
surrounding area. For more on Hamlin and her future go to https://www.hamlintx.city/ ;
https://www.hamlintx.city/welcome ; and https://www.hamlintx.city/history.



https://www.hamlintx.city/
https://www.hamlintx.city/welcome
https://www.hamlintx.city/history

